
Spring news letter Rye planning Board  

In the very near future the citizens of Rye will be heading to the polls to vote on a variety of issues. Not 

the least in importance are the new and or revised amendments to the Rye zoning ordinances. The 

Planning Board has spent the past few months reviewing, adding or modifying them. They are as below 

for your inspection. 

Amendment 1: Amend the first paragraph of Section 700 to make it consistent with the Town vote 

pursuant to Article 28 of the 2012 Annual Town Meeting which changed the Board of Adjustment from 

being appointed by the selectmen to being elected by town voters? 

Explanation: This is a “housekeeping” amendment which makes the language of the zoning ordinance 

consistent with the Annual Town Meeting’s 2012 vote to change the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) 

from an appointed board to an elected board.  State statutes provide that when a ZBA is elected, it is 

the members of the ZBA who then 

Amendment 2: Amend the Historic District regulations to adopt requirements for solar collectors? 

Explanation: The amendment originated with the Historic District Commission.  Presently the Historic 

District regulations have no standards for solar collectors.  This amendment would apply only within the 

Historic District. 

Amendment 3: Adopt a Rye Landfill Groundwater Management Zone Overlay District which would cover 

Tax Map 10 Lot 5 and Tax Map 10 Lot 82? 

Explanation: The zoning amendment is required in order to comply with NHDES regulations related to 

the DES Groundwater Management Zone of the old (now closed) town landfill.  The new overlay district 

would cover only Lots 5 and 10 of Tax Map 82. 

Amendment 4:  Amend § 509 Demolition Review to lower the age for buildings requiring demolition 

review from 65 years to 50 years?  

Explanation: The amendment originated with the Heritage Commission. 

All of the above have been publicly notice and vetted by the Planning Board and we recommend their 

passage. 

Respectfully submitted 

Bill Epperson, Chairman Rye Planning Board 

 


