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981 Washington Road, Rye, NH 

 

Rye Conservation Commission 

 

Acquisition 
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a.  Tax map copy, including relationship with other town conservation land in vicinity, where applicable  
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Aerial map: 

 

This parcel is a mix of farmland and forestland. 
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b.  Property survey plan and boundary description  

The survey below is for the property next door. The frontage of 981 Washington Road is 190.52’, but there is no survey at the present 

time.  
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c.  Soils map copy 

From NH Granit: 

 

This parcel has Hoosic gravelly fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes and Squamscott fine sandy loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes type 

soils. 
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From NRI:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This parcel is located in an area with hydric wetland 

soils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  
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d.  Wetlands delineation information, if available  

The Town of Rye GIS and State of NH Coastal Viewer GIS show a river and freshwater forested/shrub wetland at the northeast 

property corner which connects to Berry’s Brook to the north.  
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e.  Purchase and Sale Agreement conditional upon BOS and Conservation Commission approval, or 

proposed conservation agreement/easement, as applicable 

Attached at end. 

 

f.  Appraisal 

Attached at end. 

 

g.  Title Opinion 

To Be Determined 

 

h.  Title Insurance availability, if applicable 

To Be Determined 
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i.  Description of public access opportunities, and implementation plan and cost estimate where applicable 

If conserved, the 7.78-acre portion of the 9.29-acre parcel would connect to 94 acres of the existing Whitehorse conservation land, 

which has multiple trails on it. There is an existing lane and right-of-way owned by Susan Dunfey which will be Conservation’s access 

point.  

 

Deed attached at end. 
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j.  Environmental information if and as pertinent (ie water quality benefits, vegetation, wildlife). 

Water quality benefits: 

 

This parcel is in a High Priority Water Supply Area and Wellhead 

Protection Area.  

The Rye Water District provides drinking water for most Rye residents. 

Operating from three wells along Garland Road, the Water District 

serves approximately 4,000 residents and maintains 300 hydrants. Each 

of the Rye Water District and Aquarion wells are surrounded by a 

sanitary radius up to 400 feet. These wells are also surrounded by 

wellhead protection areas (WHPAs) which expand past the sanitary 

radius to include the area from which groundwater flows to the well. 

The size of this radius varies depending on how many gallons of water 

per day are extracted from the aquifer. Both the sanitary radius and 

WHPA are designed to protect the drinking water sources from 

contamination. This helps protect water quality and public health and 

avoids increased costs of additional water treatment caused by 

contamination. Managing land use activities by following best 

management practices (BMPs) and the prohibition of high-risk activities 

within the immediate areas through local controls protects 

groundwater. The wellhead protection areas cover 38% of the area of 

Rye. Approximately 14% of these wellhead protection areas is under 

permanent land conservation. The entire extent of the wellhead 

protection areas is additionally safeguarded by the Rye Planning Board’s 

Aquifer and Wellhead Protection overlay district. 
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Wildlife benefits: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This parcel is located in an area of Highest Ranked Habitat 

in New Hampshire, adjacent to a Prioritized Habitat Block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farmland of statewide importance 
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Farmland: 

 

 

 

 

 

This parcel is in an area designated as farmland of 

statewide importance. This is land, in addition to prime 

and other unique farmlands, that is of statewide 

importance for the production of food, feed, fiber, forage, 

and oilseed crops. The state government designates 

farmland of statewide importance with the concurrence of 

the NRCS State Conservationist. Generally, these farmlands 

nearly qualify as prime farmland and can produce high 

yields of crops when treated and managed according to 

acceptable farming methods. These soils constitute about 

1,621 acres, approximately 19% of the town’s total area. 
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Unfragmented land:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This parcel is part of a network of 500+ acres of unfragmented 

land and will connect to existing conservation land. 

Whitehorse conservation land is in the southwestern part of 

the town and is approximately 93 acres. Located within the 

Packer Bog/Upper Berry’s Brook South prioritized 

conservation area, this conservation land includes wet 

meadow/shrub wetlands, temperate swamps, and 

Appalachian Oak-Pine forests. 
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k.  Maintenance plan, if applicable (ie woodlot, woods roads, trails) 

None. 

 

l.  Existing easement status, if applicable (ie utility easements) 

None. 

 

m.  Current use status 

The property is currently being used as a working farm with a single-family home.  

 

n.  Current use revenue 

None. 

 

o.  Estimate of development capability and tax revenue/public cost (if applicable) if fully developed 

See f. Appraisal. 

 

p.  Spreadsheet indicating status of bond funds and bond authorization before and after acquisition 

To Be Determined. 
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q.  Hazardous Materials Survey 

From NHDES OneStop Search: 

 

 

 























































































Interior photos of the home and barn 
have been redacted by the Town of Rye.
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